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Israel recognises Western Sahara as part of Morocco
Morocco claims sovereignty over territory, but other countries back separatist
movement.

A separatist movement, backed by Algeria, has long pushed for the Western Sahara to be an independent state
[File: Ryad Kramdi/AFP]

Israel has recognised Moroccan sovereignty over the disputed territory of
Western Sahara, the Moroccan government and a statement from the Israeli
prime minister’s office say.

Rabat said on Monday that Israel is considering opening a consulate in
Dakhla.
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A statement from Morocco’s royal palace said Israel’s position was expressed
in a letter to King Mohammed VI from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

Morocco has had control of the territory, but little international recognition,
since 1975 after Spanish colonial rule ended.

The Algerian-backed Polisario Front demands an independent state in
Western Sahara. In 2020, then-US President Donald Trump recognised
Morocco’s claim to the territory in return for its partial upgrade of relations
with Israel.

The Israeli position “will be sent to the United Nations, regional and interna-
tional organisations … as well as all the states Israel has diplomatic relations
with”, the statement from Morocco’s royal palace quotes the letter as saying.

Israeli Foreign Minister Eli Cohen said recognition of the Western Sahara as
Moroccan territory “will strengthen relations between the countries” and ad-
vance regional stability.
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Twenty-eight other countries – mostly African and Arab – have opened con-
sulates in the Western Saharan cities of Dakhla or Laayoune in what Morocco
sees as tangible support for its rule of the territory.

Israel’s position on the Western Sahara is “clear-cut” and comes as momen-
tum builds in Morocco’s favour after Washington and Madrid in addition to
other European capitals supported its autonomy plan for the territory, a se-
nior Moroccan government official told the Reuters news agency.

The Israeli recognition will not affect Morocco’s principles in defending a two-
state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, he added.

Morocco expects the decision to encourage Israeli investment in the territory,
he said.

In 2020, Morocco agreed to normalise relations with Israel in a US-brokered
deal. As part of the agreement, Trump agreed to recognise Morocco’s
sovereignty over the Western Sahara.

Morocco became the fourth country to strike a deal aimed at normalising rela-
tions with Israel. The others were the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and
Sudan.

Palestinians have been critical of the deals, saying Arab countries have set
back the cause of peace by abandoning a longstanding demand that Israel
gives up land for a Palestinian state before it can receive recognition.

As an indication of warming ties, the Israeli military earlier on Monday ap-
pointed a colonel as defence attache to Morocco.

Since the resumption of ties, Morocco and Israel have signed cooperation
agreements, including a defence pact.
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Israel links Western Sahara move to Moroc-
co hosting Negev Forum
Israel says its decision on Morocco’s claim over the
Western Sahara to be made at forum delayed by North
African nation.
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Will Spain’s new position on Western Sahara
make a difference?
Madrid has agreed to support Rabat’s plans to grant au-
tonomy to the disputed Western Sahara territory.

3 Feb 2023

Israel expels Sub Labans from their home in
Jerusalem’s Old City
The family fought settler attempts to take their home for
about 45 years. On Monday night, security forces evicted
them.

11 Jul 2023

Four Indian soldiers killed in Kashmir amid
uptick in attacks on troops

From: Inside Story

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/3/israel-links-western-sahara-move-to-morocco-hosting-negev-forum
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/3/israel-links-western-sahara-move-to-morocco-hosting-negev-forum
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/3/israel-links-western-sahara-move-to-morocco-hosting-negev-forum
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/inside-story/2023/2/3/will-spains-new-position-on-western-sahara-make-a-difference
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/inside-story/2023/2/3/will-spains-new-position-on-western-sahara-make-a-difference
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/inside-story/2023/2/3/will-spains-new-position-on-western-sahara-make-a-difference
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/11/israel-expels-sub-labans-from-their-home-in-jerusalems-old-city
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/11/israel-expels-sub-labans-from-their-home-in-jerusalems-old-city
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/22/four-indian-soldiers-killed-in-kashmir-amid-uptick-in-attacks-on-troops
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/22/four-indian-soldiers-killed-in-kashmir-amid-uptick-in-attacks-on-troops
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/inside-story/


MOST READ

Last set of French troops exit Niger as
Sahel sheds Parisian influence

Prague university shooting: What we know
the day after

Japan eases curbs on weapons exports,
raises defence budget to record $56bn

Hundreds of people killed in Gaza in 48
hours as Israeli attacks intensify

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/22/last-set-of-french-troops-exit-niger-as-sahel-sheds-parisian-influence
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/22/last-set-of-french-troops-exit-niger-as-sahel-sheds-parisian-influence
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/22/prague-university-shooting-what-we-know-the-day-after
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/22/prague-university-shooting-what-we-know-the-day-after
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/22/japan-eases-curbs-on-weapons-exports-raises-defence-budget-to-record-56bn
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/22/japan-eases-curbs-on-weapons-exports-raises-defence-budget-to-record-56bn
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/12/22/israel-hamas-war-live-un-security-council-to-vote-on-gaza-resolution
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/12/22/israel-hamas-war-live-un-security-council-to-vote-on-gaza-resolution


Russia blasts US on frozen assets,
missiles as Ukraine bombardment persists

Beyond Gaza: How Yemen’s Houthis gain
from attacking Red Sea ships

New COVID strain JN.1 is spreading fast.
How worried should we be?

About

Connect

Our Channels

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/22/russia-may-sever-ties-respond-in-kind-over-seizure-of-its-assets
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/22/russia-may-sever-ties-respond-in-kind-over-seizure-of-its-assets
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/22/beyond-gaza-how-yemens-houthis-gain-from-attacking-red-sea-ships
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/22/beyond-gaza-how-yemens-houthis-gain-from-attacking-red-sea-ships
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/22/new-jn-1-covid-variant-how-worried-should-we-be
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/22/new-jn-1-covid-variant-how-worried-should-we-be


Our Network

Follow Al Jazeera English:

© 2023 Al Jazeera Media Network

https://www.facebook.com/aljazeera
https://twitter.com/ajenglish
https://www.youtube.com/aljazeeraenglish
https://www.instagram.com/aljazeeraenglish/?hl=en
https://www.aljazeera.com/xml/rss/all.xml

