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For almost 50 years, the Sahrawi people have been waiting for a refer-
endum that would give them the opportunity to decide for themselves
over their future and their homeland, the former Spanish colony of
Western Sahara. When Spain pulled out of the territory in 1976, the
odds for Western Saharan independence looked good, until Morocco
laid claim to the land and occupied two thirds of the territory, which it
still holds today.

In an attempt to escape the Moroccan army, many Sahrawi fled over
the border to Algeria, where they established refugee camps outside
the city of Tindouf. They have since been waiting nearly forty years to
return home. Laura Overmeyer visited the camps.
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