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Rabat - Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs has reiterated its interest in furthering € Feb. 14. 2022
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cooperation with Morocco in its latest annual report.
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Since 1957, Japan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs has released an annual report, called
“Diplomatic Bluebook,” on the country’s foreign policy.

In this year’s report, Japan dedicated a section to the Middle East and North Africa region
where it highlighted the importance of the Maghreb. “The Maghreb is of great economic
importance in the African continent, due to its geographical advantage of being the crossroads
of Europe, the Middle East, and Africa, and its high potential based on a cheap abundant

v young labor force,” said the report.
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— | What You Should Know About

In January 2020, Japan’s State Minister for Foreign Affairs Takako Suzuki attendec ..C j... Royal Air Maroc’s Repatriation
session of the Japan-Morocco Joint Committee, during which the representative of both Flight From Ukraine

countries discussed the implementation of bilateral cooperation in different sectors. Feb. 14, 2022
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The session concluded with the signing of three agreements on the promotion and protectloﬁ

of investment, tax evasion and fraud, and Japanese equipment donation for Morocco’s general
delegation of prison administration and reintegration (DGAPR).

Read Also: ‘Morocco Now’ Is on Display in Japan T

One month later, Japan’s Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs Nakatani
visited Morocco as the head of the Public and Private Sector Joint Mission for Prom
Trade and Investment in Africa.

During the visit, Shinichi reaffirmed Japan’s “non-recognition of any separatist enti
to the Moroccan aspect of the Sahara.” He said, “Japan does not recognize Western

a state.”
Your email address sign up

In efforts to develop bilateral cooperation, the two countries signed in March 2021 ¢
Memorandum of Cooperation on land-use planning, town planning, infrastructure, anu

investment, which was a first.

A few months later, Morocco’s House of Representatives Speaker Rachid Talbi Alami met with
Japanese Ambassador to Morocco Shinozuka Takashi in November 2021. The two parties

8-9 March 2

committed to strengthening bilateral and multilateral parliamentary cooperation between
their respective countries.
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Japanese continuous efforts to reinforce diplomatic and economic relations with the North
African country align with the “Japan in Africa” vision.

As it considers the continent “the greatest frontier of the 21st century,” Japan seeks to build
bilateral relations with African countries based on “quality growth and human security.”

In 1993, Japan established the Tokyo International Conference on African Development
(TICAD) “to promote high-level policy dialogue between African leaders and development
partners [such as] the United Nations, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the
World Bank, and the African Union Commission (AUC),” according to the Japanese
government’s website.

As Japan continues to expand its economic and political sphere of influence in Africa, Morocco

. - - - - e . . . . - - - ~
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Japan Wishes to Advance Economic Relations with Morocco
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