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CONGRESS RESTRICTS US MILITARY COOPERATION WITH THE
KINGDOM OF MOROCCO OVER WESTERN SAHARA QUESTION AND
HUMAN RIGHTS

12/11/2021

After months of negotistions, Congress is set to send President Joe Biden this week the Mational Defense
Aurtharization Act (MWDMA), must-pass legislation that includes 3770 billion in funding for the Department of
Defense (Dol end related programs. A restriction on US military cooperation with the Kingdom of Moroooo

is part of the measure that President Biden is expected to signinto law soon

"Morocoo's lobdbyists failed to block this measure and will continu tozo” z3id Jazon Poblets, GLA

President. "The people of Wastern Sahara are 3 peaceful people who cooperste with the US on regional
sacurity matters while they focus on building 3 fres and seif-governed nation. Maorooco and Algeria must stop
using the Sahara matter to fuel an arms race in the region or, worse, war and instahility” added Poblete.

The NDAA includes the following language on VWestern Sahara subject to a presidential waiver:

## None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by fhiz Act or othervise made available fo the
Department of Defense for fiscal year 2027 may be used by fhe Secrefarr of Defense fo supporf
the participation of the milifary forces of the Kingdom of Morocco in any mulfilaferal exercies
adminisfered by the Deparfment of Defense unless the Secrefary defermines, in connalfation
with the Secretary: of Hate. that the Kingdom of Morocco is commuffed fo seeking a murfualle
accepfable political solufion in TWestern Sahara.

Lest December, the United States purportedly recognized Moraccan soversignty over Western Sshara as part
of an egreement irmalving Morocoo and |srzel, viswed as & continuation of the Abraham Accords reached
between the United Arab Emirates and the Kingdom of Bshrain with the State of Isragl. Mo consent was
received from the Polisaria or amy other Western Szharan civil society group. This deal was in contravention
of longstanding LL5.-recognized internationzl law-—precisely the principle that obdigations may be imposed
anly upon another state with their consent. The people of Western Saharz were placed in the untenable
position of accepting Moroocan sovereignty and ceding their rights to liberty and s=lf-determination.

Unlike the Kingdom of Maorocca, the Ssheewi embracse Western ideals, in fact their intolerance of extremism
and severe punishments for traffickers and amyone essociated with terrorism have caused |slamic extremists
to label the Sahrawi as "too dose to the West and not picus enough” A testament to the Ssharan's embrace
of religious freedom is the fact that many Americans, sponsored by Christizn churches, sre openly living in
the refugee camps and American children hawve even baen born there to these Chiristian families.

"Freedom aof religion, belief, and corecience is a cornerstone of 3 civilized nation and that is present in
‘Wastern 5ahara” added Jason Poblete. "The Sahrawi welcame zll peoples from all faith traditions toworship
and live fresly. Morocoo could leam a lot from theme Sadly, Morocoo chooses, instead, to persecute the
Gaharens and pursue Cold War-era expansionist poficies which, in turn, destabilize the region,” concluded
Poblate

The Global Liberty Allisnce is part of & non-partizan international coalition that supports self-determination
for Western Sahara and holding to account perpetrators of the fundamental rights of the people of Westemn
Zshara You can learn maore sbout the coalition and GLA efforts on this matter at the GLA Wastern Sahara

page.
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SEC. 1239. LIMITATIOMN OM SUPPORT TO MILITARY FORCES OF THE KINGDOM OF
MOROCCO FOR BEILATERAL OR MULTILATERAL EXERCISES.

(a) In General.--None of the funds suthorized to be appropriated by
this Act for fiscal year 2822 may be used by the Secretary of Defense
to support the participation of the military forces of the Kingdom of
Morocco in any bilateral or multilateral exercise administered by the
Department of Defense unless the Secretary determines, and certifies to
the congressional defense committees, that the Kingdom of Morocco has
taken steps to support a final peace agreement with Western Sahara.

(b} Waiver.--The Secretary may waive the application of the
limitation under subsection (&) if the Secretary submits to the
congressional defense committees--
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UA202ZREPTVH Rept\BIlNSFOPSFY2022 50l SEN. APPRO
201
1 (1) Funds appropriated by this Act under titles
2 I through IV shall be made available for assistance
3 for the Western Sahara, including to support diplo-
4 matie efforts to facilitate a political settlement of the
5 conflict in the Western Sahara.
6 (2) None of the funds appropriated or otherwise
7 made available by this Aet or prior Acts making ap-
8 propriations for the Department of State, foreign
9 operations, and related programs may be used to
10 support the construction or operation in the Western
Il Sahara of a United States consulate,
12 (m) ECONOMIC AND GOVERNANCE REFORMS,—DPrior

13 to the initial obligation of funds appropriated by this Act
14 under the heading “Economic Support Fund™ for assist-
15 ance for the governments of Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, and
16 Tunisia, but not later than 90 days after enactment of
17 this Aet, the Seerctary of State shall submit a report to
18 the Committees on Appropriations on the extent to whieh
19 cach government is making consistent progress in inereas-
20 ing equitable economie growth and opportunity, improving

21 governanee, and redueing corruption, inchuding by—

22 (1) implementing free market and ecivil serviee
23 reforms, raising revenue to support publie utilities
24 and services, and redueing subsidies;

October 17, 2021 (4:22 p.m.)

g ill e haall Jga oo gLl 5339 (gbenl s i<l (b sLias

AUl s e s ST it ity U35 Gyl s 3l < maal] Jym (Sl i
£ 15l Fealodl Tyl yn gL,

https://www.echoroukonline.com/g -5, yoi-dlae-duy il - aual - 133

8/9



29/01/2022,22:27 gl Baetll — oyl lg aacs 31 ) Gl s LS pol Usa a3l slyaall ¢ 155
SELEY ] (le sl le LS 0¥ | dany ATl (20 9T o cLiae ] 10 Lgady (Sl ALyl cding
rsealinad | Ll a1y 33Ul (o) el 311 ol pmaall o il LSl Lo s (30
Loyl aeSall gadiie ws olaagilly olilaall an aigs.

b Dole;y 58l Y claall (T wads (A1 5 1 Gl upadsSIl clided 308 o) ALl o) LT
La Glabes 45 hauall dailill go &ang LS Gl (odg3uue Jud oo SISLEYT (seanlsns dalin
Gl LY w Ly ey Il

die Cpaglanall gilalee 8ol (o8 cudelis 08 Lo yal) Lagall ()1 (e (6818 ad® (ysa8l SIS,
Y oo e 158 ..2020 jaacs o Leale Bolecadly ooyl leleols JLall asill oLl il el
e Lo Sunill weY ) s Loty Ly sin SIS LI (g8 b LA Lady elld 0 o iy
sl Gy aas Slagens”

e bl 58 o8 Gl shaall e 3a ole wSTH Bale] sle Ty ladl iy Lol ciag

Ueubead) sbaneddl e @ 1M 85eulls,

https://www.echoroukonline.com/g -4 yof-dlas-dus yal ¢ LyaualI-¢ 133 9/9


https://www.congress.gov/
https://www.echoroukonline.com/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b5%d8%ad%d8%b1%d8%a7%d8%a1-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ba%d8%b1%d8%a8%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d8%b9%d9%86%d8%af%d9%85%d8%a7-%d9%8a%d9%8f%d8%ad%d9%85%d9%91%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%86%d8%b8%d8%a7%d9%85-%d8%a7

