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By focusing its attention on the artificial conflict around the Sahara, in which it has already clearly lost points, Algeria
is seeking to divert attention from its own slump, says political scientist Sébastien Boussois.

In a column published on the information site Lemonde-arabe.fr, the geopolitical expert looks back on the origins and
issues of the artificial conflict around the Sahara which “has lasted too long while the solutions are there, key in hand
“, in particular that of autonomy proposed by Morocco. The author of the analysis recalls that this plan is supported by
the United States, noting that “Joe Biden, since his arrival at the White House, has not only not questioned the
recognition of the Moroccan Sahara by his predecessor but even qualified this plan as the only serious, credible and
realistic initiative “.

According to him, “the current conflict over Western Sahara appears more and more in the eyes of history as a sham.
It is not that of a non-country with straight borders drawn by French and Spanish soldiers and whose populations
occupied spaces which largely ignored these limits. the Atlantic and the territories of French West Africa “.

And, “since the past has produced so many chains that Algiers is struggling to get rid of, it would be high time to
return to the negotiating table and ratify a situation on the ground which is more than clear and obvious every day,” he
recommends. -he.

The conflict in the so-called “Western” Sahara, it is recalled, is an artificial conflict imposed on Morocco by Algeria.
The Polisario, an armed separatist group supported by the Algerian power, claims the creation of a fictitious state in
the Maghreb. This situation blocks all the efforts of the international community for a solution of this artificial conflict,
based on an advanced autonomy within a Moroccan sovereign framework and a regional economic and security
integration.
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10/12/2021, 15:23 Le Matin – Moroccan Sahara: “Algiers seeks to divert attention from its own slump” says political scientist S. Boussois
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