
Italy president urges UN-brokered W.Sahara settlement
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Italian President Sergio Mattarella said his country has "always strongly supported the role played by the United Nations" in the search for a solution

to the Western Sahara conflict.
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Italian President Sergio Mattarella has called for "due account to be paid to the rights of the Sahrawi people" in an
"equitable" and UN-brokered solution to the Western Sahara conflict (https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/algeria-blames-
morocco-bombing-three-truck-drivers).

Mattarella's comments, came on a visit Saturday to Algeria (https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/algeria-blames-morocco-
bombing-three-truck-drivers), the main backer of Western Sahara's Polisario Front independence movement, which has
been locked in an escalating war of words with neighbouring Morocco (https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/algeria-
blames-morocco-bombing-three-truck-drivers) since US ex-president Donald Trump recognised Rabat's sovereignty over
the former Spanish colony late last year. 

In an interview with Algeria's El Moudjahid newspaper, Mattarella said Italy had "always strongly supported the role
played by the United Nations" in the search for a solution.

The world body has maintained a peacekeeping mission in Western Sahara since 1991, overseeing a now broken
ceasefire between Morocco and the Polisario, and attempting to organise a self-determination referendum for the
territory.

"We support Algeria's role and its commitment to the UN framework on Western Sahara," added Mattarella, whose office
is largely ceremonial.

Trump's recognition of Morocco's claim to sovereignty last December broke with years of international consensus that
Western Sahara's future should be settled by a UN-supervised referendum.

It has posed a diplomatic headache for European countries with close ties with North Africa, particularly Spain and Italy.

Italy is the largest consumer of Algerian gas, importing more than a third of the North African country's output…

(https://english.alaraby.co.uk/sites/default/files/media/images/621EB5C0-C67F-4A51-908B-71DBB92B6E70.jpg)

The Italian official made the comments to Algerian media [Getty] 

RELATED

Colombia recognises Morocco sovereignty over Western Sahara (https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/colombia-recognises-morocco-
sovereignty-over-western-sahara)
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