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Antony Blinken hosted Moroccan foreign minister Nasser Bourita in the White House on
Monday to discuss the normalization of ties between Morocco and Israel.

Prior to starting the meeting with the Moroccan foreign minister Bourita, the top US diplomat
said that the normalization of relations between Morocco and Israel remains the very important
issue. The Moroccan zone of the Sahara desert was also on the agenda. In fact, Donald Trump
recognized it as Moroccan territory during his term in office — a status that President Joe Biden
has left unchanged.

Last year, Rabat signed the Washington-brokered Abraham Accords, which normalized the ties
between Israel, Morocco, Sudan, Bahrain and the UAE.

“It's also, | think, a timely visit because we now have a new special envoy for the
secretary general of the United Nations for the Western Sahara,” Mr Blinken said.

Commenting on the Moroccan-Israeli ties, the UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres
appointed Steffan de Misturaas his envoy for the territory last month. The post had remained
vacant for two years following the departure of Mr de Mistura’s predecessor, Horst Kohler. De
Mistura was the former UN envoy for Syria

Additionally to discussing the normalization of ties with Israel and the Sahara, the foreign
minister Bourita said that he would also discuss climate change and extremism with Mr Blinken,
as Morocco and the US seek to “enrich relations.”
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